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Tourism Classes from George Washington University
Renowned American George Washington University, in close collaboration with the USAID-funded “Competitive Armenian Private Sector Project” (CAPS) and the American University of Armenia is conducting, for the first time in Armenia, the “Tourism Destination Management Certificate Program”. The program is aimed at providing key information for destination managers to better equip them to face the challenges in today’s tourism environment. The opening of the program will take place on Tuesday, March 17, 2009 at 10:00am at the Video Conference Room of the AUA’s newly built Paramaz Avedisian” building and will be followed by welcoming speeches from Ara Petrosyan, RA Deputy Minister of Economy and Mekhak Apresyan, Head of Tourism Department of the Ministry of Economy. 
The program is designed for tourism destination managers, representatives of tour/travel companies, hotels, sites/attractions, public sector representatives and lecturers who are teaching tourism and hospitality management courses. 
The six-day course will be taught by George Washington University lecturers who have considerable experience in hospitality, tourism, leisure, and brand development consultancy. Among the 120 individuals that applied for the course, 40 were chosen to participate. Participants will receive a certificate upon completion of the course, issued by George Washington University. 

“George Washington University has one of the world’s oldest and most respected tourism programs. We have worked for around a year towards establishing a partnership with them.” Anush Shahverdyan, CAPS Workforce Specialist says. “I believe the representatives of the Armenian tourism and hospitality industry will largely benefit from studying and adopting international best practice in their field of activity.”
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