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ArmTech Congress ‘08 Creates a Platform

for Global Growth of Armenia’s Knowledge-Based Economy 
Adopted by the Armenian Government, ArmTech Congress Event  in Yerevan

Attracts Over 400 Participants 
YEREVAN, Republic of Armenia and MOUNTAIN VIEW, California, USA – October 31, 2008 – ArmTech Congress’08, the Global Armenian High Industry Conference, was held on October 4-5, 2008 at the Marriott Hotel in Yerevan, Armenia. ArmTech attracted over 400 high tech professionals from academia,business and government from Armenia and around the globe.  Participants networked and discussed the opportunities and challenges of taking Armenia’s high tech economy to the next level as a player on the global stage. The conference was held under the official auspices of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia (RA). This event was supported by leading high tech industry corporations, academia, international organizations and the US and Armenian Governments. ArmTech Congress ’08 was co-chaired by the Minister of Economy and supported by the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Diaspora, and Education & Science.

The conference was opened by Prime Minister of RA Tigran Sargsyan. “Armenia has successes in the high tech field today. These successes have been achieved against the background of Armenia’s exposed geo-political position, foreign political factors and limited natural resources. The government attaches high importance to the expansion of production capabilities and the promotion of productivity growth through high tech investments directed at overall economic growth,” said Mr. Sargsyan in his opening speech. “In fulfilling the needs of the industry’s high tech companies and to address the issues raised above, it is important to accentuate the role of the annual ArmTech Congress, which among other benefits also provides an efficient platform for high tech professionals, businessmen, scientists, individuals and organizations to improve their future technological vision, plans, skills and projects, as well as to cooperate with the government to help implement its targeted policy in this field.”

The attendees held frank and lively conversations throughout the conference, and in a spirited closing session attended by the Minister of Economy, the Congress developed the consensus platform of issues which was presented by Rich Goldman, the vice president of Corporate Marketing & Strategic Alliances at Synopsys, and CEO of Synopsys Armenia, co-founder and co-chairman of ArmTech. This platform reflects the key positions that the Congress determined will drive forward Armenia’s high tech economy.

ArmTech Congress ’08 Platform

1. Knowledge-based economy is key to Armenia’s economic development

· Develop it through government /business (PPP)/academia cooperation

–    Leverage the intellectual capital and entrepreneurship of Armenia’s Diaspora

2. Focus on education improvement, from elementary school through universities (Life Long Learning)

· Focus on programs that fulfill industry needs
3. Focus on improving business and financial infrastructure
4. Build a strong Internet presence
–    Connect Internet cable through most direct possible route

5. Development in the regions (i.e. Gyumri)
6. Reform and transparency in government agencies, especially State Revenues Committee

7. Consistent and timely enforcement of legislation
The sponsors and organizers of the ArmTech Congress’08 were:

Diamond sponsors - RA Government, VivaCell MTS, USAID CAPS, Nushikyan Association;

Gold sponsors – Synopsys Inc., Converse Bank, Alaris

Sponsors – Unicomp, Cornet, Virage Logic and Nikita
Organizational sponsors – Armenian American Chamber of Commerce, Armenian Development Agency, Viasphere Technopark, UITE, G2iA, AGBU, EIF
Affiliates – National Academy of Science of the Republic of Armenia, Armenia 2020, Information Technologies Development Support Council, SEUA, Impeva Labs, YSU, AUA, RAU, UFAR, e-content association, iCity, Mentor Graphics.

The ArmTech Congress’08 Plenary Session keynote speakers included:

- His Excellency Tigran Sargsyan, Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia 

- Mr. Nerses Yeritsyan, Minister of Economy of the Republic of Armenia 

- Mr. Vahram Nercissiantz, Chief Economic Advisor to the President of the Republic of Armenia

- Mr. Ara Avetisyan, Deputy Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Armenia 

- Mr. Samvel Harutyunyan, Chairman, State Committee of Science, Republic of Armenia

- Mr. Areg Galstyan, Deputy Minister of Energy and Natural Resources of the Republic of Armenia 

- Mr. Robert Harutyunyan, General Director, Armenian Development Agency

- Mr. Hayley Alexander, Chief of Party, Competitive Armenian Private Sector (CAPS)

- Mr. Tony Moroyan, President and Chairman of Impeva Labs, Chairman of Viasphere Ventures and D-Age  Ventures and Founder of Viasphere Technopark in Armenia

- Mr. Rich Goldman, vice president of Corporate Marketing & Strategic Alliances at Synopsys Inc. USA, and CEO of Synopsys Armenia CJSC, co-founder and co-chairman of ArmTech
- Mr. Yervant Zorian, Vice President and Chief Scientist, Virage Logic, USA

Through 17 keynotes and 42 speakers over two days, the participants heard from the leaders of Armenia’s high tech industries, and through panel sessions discussed the challenges and opportunities specific to each industry. Major high tech industry topics invited for speakers and panels included:

· Armenian Government feedback and actions to ArmTech ’07 inputs

· Armenian Government strategic vision and new initiatives

· IT/Software Development

· Alternative and Renewable Energy

· Pharmaceuticals/Fine Chemicals/New Materials

· Digital Media

· Semiconductor Design and Testing

· Business Environment and Infrastructure

About Armenian Technology Congress

Headquartered in Silicon Valley, the Armenian Technology Congress was founded by technology and business professionals to foster professional growth in the worldwide Armenian technology community, and to promote the growth of Armenia’s rapidly rising technology sector. The organization welcomes liaisons with other entities that are similarly aligned and has no political affiliations. Building on the success of ArmTech ’07, the development of repeatable international technology and business conferences is the current focus of the organization. For more information, please visit www.armtechcongress.com.
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