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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Armenia’s IT Month of Accomplishments

Cluster unity showcases its strength

YEREVAN, November 29---The USAID-funded Competitive Armenian Private Sector Project (CAPS) co-sponsored Armenia’s first ever Armenian information technology (IT) Month in September and October.  The IT cluster, the Government of Armenia and a group of sponsors united to organize a series of events with thousands of participants from Armenia and more than 30 other countries.  The purpose was to present the Armenian IT cluster’s increasing international competitiveness, and to encourage continued foreign investment into Armenia while also seeking opportunities for local companies to enter the global marketplace. 

Republic of Armenia Prime Minister Andranik Margaryan had proclaimed IT Month as a logical “next step” toward continued development of Armenia’s flag-bearing industry at home and abroad. 
IT Month was a precedent-setting achievement both nationally and regionally. The sheer scope of the huge undertaking was extremely impressive. Thousands of people participated in events ranging from a national microelectronics Olympiad, E-content contest, to international conferences, exhibitions, and a global summit. The month of activities clearly demonstrated the depth, breadth, dynamism and cooperation of Armenia’s IT cluster. IT Month participants were comprised of a wide spectrum of IT and IT-related companies and organizations, universities, government, donors, NGOs and individuals representing many countries.  Participating Armenian companies were of all sizes, and events were held in all regions of the country.  

The Enterprise Incubation Foundation organized the Armenian Open Programming Contest, which attracted 355 programmers from Yerevan and the regions. More than 15,000 visitors attended the Digitec 2006 exhibition, which also included Internet search contests, DigiLife seminars and the “Technologies of the Future Today” international conference.  

Eighty people from 30 countries, plus about 300 more from within Armenia attended the Global E-Content Summit in Yerevan. Thanks to impressive victories won last year by Armenian specialists at the World Summit Award Contest, it became possible for Armenia to host this large-scale 2006 gathering. 

The quality and number of participants was exceptional for the second All-Armenia E-Content Award Contest.  Winners were given cash prizes, along with the opportunity to participate in the World Summit Award 2007 Contest and perhaps further enhance Armenia’s winning IT tradition.  

For just the second time in Armenia’s history, the RA President’s Prize Award ceremony took place during IT Month, when 19 of the best IT students and pupils from six different schools and universities from around the country were honored.  Congratulations to all the winners!   

IT Month in Armenia truly showed the power and strength that the IT cluster has gained through establishing partnerships, unity, cooperation and with the combined effort of government, the private sector, academia, NGOs and donors. The cluster’s creativity and innovation potential are outstanding, which bodes well for the future. The month of activities raised awareness and strengthened links within the cluster to create a base for accelerated innovation and increased productivity. Links between the IT cluster and the broader public also improved. The transfer of knowledge which occurred during the month was something Armenia has never before experienced. 

The USAID CAPS project, which was instrumental in promoting IT Month, is designed to help Armenian companies increase the ability of their products and services to better compete on a national, regional and international basis.  This is done by helping companies identify globally competitive products and services, and helping to build robust companies around those products and services. Hayley Alexander, CAPS Project Manager, said, “In order to succeed, private companies must first have the answers to three questions:  Where is my market; how can I develop an excellent product with added value for that market; and, how can I differentiate my product to ensure that my competitors can’t imitate or beat me? I think it was plain to see during IT Month that Armenia’s IT companies are well on the way to answering these questions.”

What can possibly top IT Month?  Well, what about declaring an IT Year in Armenia?  Why not?  In the year ahead, Armenia’s IT cluster will be working on several projects, in addition to continuing cluster members’ normal business operations. The cluster will consider joint policy initiatives to reduce or eliminate obstacles to successful business, pursue joint educational plans with Sun Microsystems and Alcatel, develop mentoring programs for some of the IT Month contest winners, attend more international conferences and expos and seek to increase donor engagement.  Cluster participation in the summer 2007 Investment Conference in Silicon Valley, California should be one of the year’s highlights.  The IT cluster of Armenia won’t rest on its laurels, but will continue driving forward to reach its potential to use Armenia’s unique combination of technical and creative skills.  

IT Month in Armenia was organized under the high patronage of Armenia’s Prime Minister. Other organizers were the IT Development Support Council, Enterprise Incubator Foundation, Synopsis, IT Foundation and the Union of Information Technologies Enterprises.  
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